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NEWNORTHAMERICANTABANIDAE. XIV.

An undescribed Apatolestes from the California Coast

(Diptera)

Cornelius B. Philip 1 and Wallace A. Steffan 2

A male Apatolestes collected on the beach near Davenport, Cali-

fornia, by M. T. James, was described and keyed as “sp.B” by the

senior author in 1941 and keyed in 1954 as “probably n.sp.” It

was not named, however, pending discovery of a female which

could be associated, since that sex provides better diagnostic char-

acters in the genus. The locality was revisited subsequently by the

senior author and members of the California Academy of Sciences

in the appropriate season without acquiring further specimens.

A female related to A. colei Philip and provided in a lot of

Tabanidae by Dr. A. T. McClay of the University of California at

Davis appears to be properly associated, and the species is here-

with described as a new species. Whether this species is precinctive

on the California Coast will depend on the accumulation of addi-

tional material.

Apatolestes actites* Philip and Steffan, new species

(Fig. 1)

Female .—(Holotype, 16 mm). Eyes bare, with narrow, incomplete, median

green band on bronzy ground (relaxed). Post-ocular rim broad, with mostly

white and a few black hairs. Front wide and strongly divergent below as in

A. colei Phil., slightly wider at the lower, feebly-angled, inner corners of

eyes than tall; ash-gray pollinose and with short, sparse dark and pale

yellow hairs. Ocelligerous tubercle at vertex rather low, black, and with

three plain ocelli
;

basal callosity small, rounded with a short dorsal exten-

sion, dark red, blackish on the disc. Subcallus gray pollinose, rather tall

but merging imperceptibly with the frons above and cheeks below (Fig. IB).

Face and cheeks gray pollinose, and with dense pale yellow to whitish hairs,

cheeks expanded and face sunken much as in A. colei (Philip, 1954, Fig. 1 b).

Antennae as in A. colei
,

the pale scape thicker than base of black flagellum,

basal vestiture with only an occasional black hair among the white ones.

Palpi a little shorter and thicker than A. colei, shaggy white hair obscuring

the shallow dorsal grooves. Indefinite pinkish integumental shadows in the

middle of the cheeks, narrowly along the proximal ocular margins, and on

each side of the ocelligerous tubercle at vertex. Notum, including antealar

tubercles and scutellum, subshiny black, with short white and black hairs,

and thinly dusted with gray pollen; a narrow, incomplete mid-dorsal gray
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Fig. 1. Head profiles of Apatolestes actites new species: A, male; B, female.

line. Scutellum densely white pilose on margins. Pleura and coxae ash-gray

pollinose, and densely whitish pilose, with a few darker hairs above. Legs

pinkish red, darker at the knees, tips of tibiae and tarsi; femora pale-haired,

somewhat long and feathered below, but not as noticeably beneath the hind-

tibiae as in the male; tibiae with mixed black and pale yellow short hairs;

middle and hind tarsi with rust-colored spinules ventrally. Wings clear,

veins yellow-brown, spur-vein at base of R* longer than stem, very faint

clouds on crossveins and fork. Subepaulets bare. Halteres with brown stems,

blackish knobs. Abdomen black, black-haired above, the incisures very

narrowly paler with narrow, pale-haired fringes dorsally which widen at the

sides, entirely pale-haired ventrally except for a few coarse black hairs

caudally.

Male . —(14 mm.). Enlarged facets occupy about upper three-fourths of

eye. Differs from holotype in the usual sexual characters and in overall

shaggier-haired appearance, especially on margins of notum and scutellum

and on face, palpi, femora and hind tibiae. Palpi obscured by bushy hairs,

not truncated as in some species but elongate and rather pointed as in A. colei

Philip.

Holotype female from Goleta, Santa Barbara County, Cali-

fornia, 22 June 1959 (F. D. Parker) is deposited in the California

Academy of Sciences. The collector and one of us (Steffan), col-

lecting together report that the specimen was probably taken in

the vicinity of the beach. The allotype is from Davenport, Cali-

fornia (14 June 1940, M. T. James) and is in the collections of the

U.S. National Museum. A female, additional to the holotype, of

A. colei from Oro Grande, California, 20 June 1931, in the collec-

tion of L. L. Pechuman, agrees closely with the holotype. The
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callosity is shaped like a thin upright dagger with a narrow, lateral,

basal projection on each side.

Only the female of A. colei Philip has frons as wide as the above,

from which A. actites would quickly separate at couplet 10 (in

key, Philip, 1954) on blackish rather than hoary-gray appearance,

practically unlined notum, legs reddish rather than yellow, and a

larger, darker, more ovoid callosity. The males differ as keyed in

couplet 23; that of A. actites at once distinguished by its much

darker appearance; however, the cheeks are swollen to about the

same degree n both. No eye stripe was revivable in A. colei female.

In addition to being larger, the male of A. actites differs from that

of A. comastes var. fulvipes Philip in hyaline costal cell, bushier

appearance, and palpal integument not darkened.
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